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Cutoff or barrier walls are an essential component of a designer’s toolbox for creating onsite disposal facilities at ash impoundment sites.  For onsite disposal facilities, these walls can be used to either isolate the impoundment from the surrounding subsurface or provide a preferential pathway through a barrier designed to treat the groundwater as it flows through (a PRB or permeable reactive barrier). For sites that require ash handling and management, low flow cutoff walls can also be used to improve dewatering system efficiency by providing perimeter control.  This talk starts with an overview of what high and low flow cutoff walls are, followed by a discussion about the various methods available to install them, including slurry trenching, soil mixing, and replacement methods. The talk will finish with a more detailed look at one common technique, slurry trenching with a soil-bentonite backfill, including discussion of a few example environmental containment projects. 
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